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an answer in terms of the above opinion which was accordingly issued
to them.
16*.   We have received repeated  representations  from  the  officers
of infantry complaining of supercessions by the pro-
5th May"*             motion of younger officers than themselves in the
artillery or engineer corps to commissions above them
in the army, and vice versa from the officers of those corps occasionally
complaining of supercessions from infantry officers. But as the rise in
each is entirely distinct and independent of the others and must be
governed by accident, since vacancies in each ought to be immediately
filled up as they occur, we did not conceive it in any instance a hardship,
excepting one which affected Captain George Deare of the artillery, who
was upon the same service in the Carnatic with and senior to Captains
Moore and Hay to whom, at the most pressing instance of General Sir
Eyre Coote as he was returning to the Coast, we had granted the local
and brevet rank of major. As we informed you in our last letter, we
therefore conferred this distinction likewise upon Captain Deare but
in the same manner without increase of pay. Captain Hay has relin-
quished the benefit of his local rank by returning to this -establishment.
163.    We have before us a more serious and more general remon-
strance, and as it is liable to affect your officers upon
Consultation soth every service which may now be carried on in India
we cannot too earnestly recommend the subject of it .to
your attention, in the hope that your endeavors may be exerted with
success to obtain for them that justice which they solicit, through your
means, from the Crown. As the arguments which the Company's officers
adduce in support of their pretensions are drawn up with great force
although guarded with delicacy we cannot bring their situation more
completely before you than by referring to their letter and to a letter from
Major Popham, an old King's officer, as illustrating the case in point;
and both these papers make numbers in the packet.
164.    Upon the same grounds an application was made to us by
Colonel Pearse, the commanding officer of our detach-
i5th May"               ment serv*nS *n ^e ^amatic, soliciting to be honored
19                         with the brevet rank of brigadier, as a precedent for
which the instance of General Goddard was quoted, with the additional
arguments arising out of the late rapid promotion of several of the King's
officers serving in the Carnatic. We did not however think it proper to
comply with the wishes of Colonel Pearse in a matter of this tendency.
165.    A special remonstrance has been presented to us from the field
officers on this establishment against the admission of
nth August.          Colonel Arthur Owen with rank into the army on the
presumption that solicitations would be made by him to obtain it, and
desiring our interposition with you to prevent the effect of his application
in England.   As we think the subject of this memorial deserves to be